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This Signal Person Rigger Candidate Manual (OECPINST2025.4-2) contains important information on the 

requirements to obtain nationally accredited certifications for members of the International Union of Operating 

Engineers and is the exclusive property of the Operating Engineers Certification Program, Inc.  

The OECP may revise, delete, or revise any instruction, notice, policy, practice, or procedure in this instruction, or 

in its examinations, at any time at its sole discretion, upon approval of the OECP Board of Directors, without further 

notice.  
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Phone: (951) 351-4001 
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Dear Candidate, 

 

The International Union of Operating Engineers, along with signatory contractors and their respective 

associations, has long been committed to the highest standards of safety, skill, performance, and 

competence in the industry. These organizations have consistently led the way in state-of-the-art training 

techniques, including classroom instruction, hands-on training, and on-the-job experience. 

Over the years, cranes in construction have received increasing attention from the public, industry 

professionals, the media, and regulatory agencies—unfortunately, often because of major accidents. These 

accidents can result in devastating human, financial, and legal consequences. 

Recognizing the critical role of Signal Persons and Riggers in crane safety, industry leaders and regulatory 

agencies have emphasized the need for proper training and qualifications. However, achieving standardized 

qualifications has historically been challenging due to the industry's wide diversity. 

In recent years, states and the federal government have enacted regulations requiring Qualified Signal 

Person and Riggers. The IUOE and its signatory contractors are among the strongest supporters of these 

safety-driven regulations. 

In response to these regulatory changes, the Operating Engineers Certification Program has developed a 

comprehensive assessment process to evaluate and certify Signal Person and Rigger.  Our mission is to 

provide IUOE members with a valid and reliable certification that accurately assesses their competence—

directly contributing to a safer job-site environment for workers, the public, and industry. 

This Signal Person Rigger Candidate Manual provides detailed information regarding the certification 

requirements and process. It is designed to answer your questions and support your professional development. 

If you have any further inquiries or require additional assistance, please contact the OECP main office at: 

(951) 351-4001 or oecp@oecp.org 

We appreciate your dedication to safety and professional excellence and look forward to supporting your 

certification journey. 

 

 

Thank you for your interest. 

 

 

 

 

David Sikorski Thomas Tatangelo 

President Treasurer 

OECP Board of Directors OECP Board of Directors 

 

 

 

FOR OPERATORS - BY OPERATORS
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

The Operating Engineers Certification Program 

(OECP) is an independent, non-profit 

organization established by the International 

Union of Operating Engineers (IUOE). Its 

purpose is to provide a valid and reliable 

certification process that accurately assesses the 

competence of Signal Persons and Riggers, 

thereby directly promoting a safer jobsite 

environment for workers, the public, and the 

industry. 

The program is overseen by a Board of 

Directors, primarily composed of IUOE 

members and representatives from major 

employers who rely on skilled Signal Persons 

and Riggers in both construction and general 

industry. 

CERTIFICATION PROCESS 

All candidates seeking certification must 

successfully pass both written and practical 

examinations. The written examinations assess 

essential knowledge related to the Signal Person 

Rigger role. 

Currently, the OECP offers certification in the 

following category: 

• Signal Person Rigger 

Note: Detailed information can be found in the 

Frequently Asked Questions located at 

https://www.oecp.org/FAQ.cshtml. 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE EXAMINATIONS 

The first step in the development of the 

examinations was to identify and select 

Subject Matter Experts (SME’s) for which the 

program was designed to provide certification. 

These SMEs were then given training and 

instruction in the methodologies of conducting 

an appropriate Job Task Analysis (JTA). 

 

Meetings and discussions were subsequently held 

with the SMEs to identify the specific knowledge 

required for safe and efficient Signal Person Rigger. 

This knowledge, classified into various functional 

domains, was then validated by a survey of Signal 

Person Rigger within the IUOE. Test blueprints 

using the results of the JTA and validation study 

were then developed. 

 

Examination item banks for the written 

examination questions were created using a panel 

of SME’s specifically trained in the details 

associated with the formation of multiple-choice 

test items. Developed questions were grouped into 

appropriate examinations with their inclusion based 

on content as defined by JTA and the test 

blueprints.  

 

Practical examinations were developed using both 

the expertise of SME’s and the review of other 

accredited programs currently in use throughout 

the industry that assess Signal Person Rigger 

physical skills and abilities. 

 

Training for program administrators/directors, 

examiners, practical examination coordinators, and 

qualified proctors was developed using the 

expertise of highly experienced training instructors 

and safety personnel from the target industry. 

Additional expertise from outside the industry was 

also used to devise standards and procedures to 

ensure a fair, non-biased, and standardized method 

of certification was incorporated into the program’s 

operations. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

This manual, the OECP Signal Person Rigger 

Candidate Manual, is compiled and published by the 

OECP. Although every effort has been made to 

ensure the accuracy and completeness of this manual 

at the time of release, the OECP makes no guarantee 

that the manual is free of errors or omissions. This 

manual is intended solely as guidance for IUOE 

members in good standing to become a certified 

Signal Person Rigger through the testing 

administered by the OECP and is not intended to be a 

comprehensive reference on Signal Person Rigger. 

The OECP makes no warranties or representations, 

expressed, or implied that the use of any information, 

apparatus, method, or process discussed in this 

manual, and/or assessed on its examinations, is 

appropriate to current regulation or practice.  

 

It is the responsibility of the Signal Person Rigger 

and the contractor on the job to ensure adherence to 

all applicable standards, regulations, and safe 

operating practices. The OECP assumes no liability 

for damages resulting from the use of any 

information, apparatus, method, or process disclosed 

in this manual and/or assessed on its examinations. 

The use of any name of a specific brand of products 

in this manual, or in OECP examinations, is intended 

only as an example and is not an endorsement of that 

brand by the OECP nor should it be construed as 

such. 

 

 

https://www.oecp.org/FAQ.cshtml
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LIABILITY LIMITATIONS 

The information compiled in this candidate manual 

is being provided by the OECP as a service to the 

IUOE membership. Although every effort has been 

made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of 

this information, the OECP cannot be held liable 

for any errors, omissions, or interpretations of 

standards, regulations and/or safe operating 

practices described herein or assessed on its 

examinations. Standards, regulations, and 

interpretations may change without individual 

notice to the IUOE membership. This candidate 

manual does not have the effect of law.  

 

Neither this candidate manual, nor OECP 

assessment criteria, replaces applicable laws or 

accepted safe operating practices. If any conflicts 

occur, the laws and current industry recognized 

safe operation practices shall control.  

 

The OECP is neither responsible nor liable for the 

accuracy or promptness of delivery or redelivery of 

any documentation or candidate applications 

submitted by candidates to or from the OECP.  

Candidates should track any 

electronic/mailings/deliveries to the OECP and 

allow reasonable time for their arrival. 

 

The OECP may revise, delete, or revise any 

instruction, notice, policy, practice, or procedure in 

this manual, or in its examinations, at any time at 

its sole discretion, upon approval of the OECP 

Board of Directors, without further notice. 
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ELIGIBILITY 

Requirements for initial certification for Signal Person 

Rigger, certifications include the following: 

 

• Must be a member in good standing with the 

International Union of Operating Engineers  

with dues paid through the current month. 

• Attest to compliance with the physical 

qualification standards for U.S. Department 

of Transportation Medical Card or 

Certificate, or a state issued Department of 

Motor Vehicles Medical Card or Certificate 

or ASME B.30-5-3.1.2.1 (2021). 

• Attest compliance with OECP’s substance 

abuse policy. 

• Must have a minimum of 500 hours of 

experience or training in performing the work 

of the Operating Engineers within the past 

five (5) years. 

• Must submit a certificate of completion from 

a Signal Person Rigging training course 

delivered by an IUOE-recognized Training 

Program, Apprenticeship, Skill Improvement, 

Skill Advancement, or Training Center. The 

training must align with OSHA requirements 

to demonstrate foundational knowledge and 

skills. 

• Pass written examination.  

• Pass practical examinations. 

 

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION 

The OECP Certification Director is responsible for 

determining an applicant’s conformity to the program’s 

published eligibility requirements. Appeals from rejected 

applicants should be directed to the OECP Board of 

Directors at the address listed on page 5. The Board of 

Directors will make the final decision on any issue of 

eligibility determination. 

 

CANDIDATES REQUESTING SPECIAL 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Candidates requesting special accommodation should 

visit oecp.org and navigate to the Resources section 

under OECP Policies for detailed information and 

instructions. 

 

Candidates requesting such accommodation are 

required to submit professional documentation in 

support of their requests to the OECP Certification 

Director no later than four (4) weeks prior to the 

scheduled examination date. 

 

 

 

 

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

To review the Non-Discrimination Policy, please visit 

oecp.org and navigate to the Resources section under 

OECP Policies. 

 

INITIAL WRITTEN EXAMINATION 

CATEGORIES 

There is one (1) written examination category, i.e., Signal 

Person Rigger. The Signal Person Rigger examination 

consists of 110 multiple-choice questions that are scored 

to assess candidate knowledge. The time limit for this 

examination is two (2) hours. 

 

INITIAL WRITTEN EXAMINATION EXPIRATION 

Candidates must first attempt the written examination 

before proceeding to the practical examination, which 

may be attempted regardless of whether the written 

examination is passed or failed. If a candidate passes the 

practical examination but has not yet passed the written 

examination, the written examination must still be passed 

in order to achieve certification. If a candidate fails the 

practical examination, the process resets and the candidate 

must begin again with the written examination.  

 

Passing scores for both the written and practical 

examinations are valid for one (1) year from the test date, 

and both examinations must be successfully completed 

within the same one-year period. If results expire, the 

candidate must retake both examinations. Certification is 

awarded only upon successful completion of both the 

written and practical examinations. There is no grace 

period beyond the one-year validity limit. 

 

PRACTICAL EXAMINATION 

Candidates who attempt the written examination are 

eligible to participate in the practical examination.  

 

Signal Person Rigger Practical Examination 

prerequisite: Attempt Signal Person Rigger Written 

Examination. 

 

Note: More details concerning practical examinations 

can be found on pages 13 through 14. 

 

CERTIFICATION DOCUMENTS 

A candidate successfully completing the certification 

process (or recertification process) will be issued a 

signed letter of certification along with a hard plastic, 

photo identification card that specifies the classification 

which they are certified for. The expiration date of 

certification will also be listed. Lost or stolen cards 

should be reported to the OECP for a replacement.  
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Records of certification will be maintained by the 

OECP as required by law. 

 

CERTIFICATION EXPIRATION 

Certification is valid for a period of five (5) years 

based on the date of the certification being achieved.  

 

RECERTIFICATION 

The recertification process is designed to measure the 

continued competence of certificants.   

 

In addition to the Eligibility Requirements stated on             

page 3, the requirements for recertification include the 

following: 

• Be a member in good standing with the 

International Union of Operating Engineers  

with dues paid through the current month. 

• Pass recertification written examination. 

• Attest to compliance with the physical 

qualification standards for U.S. Department of 

Transportation Medical Card or Certificate, or a 

state issued Department of Motor Vehicles 

Medical Card or Certificate or ASME B.30-5-

3.1.2.1 (2021). 

• Attest compliance with OECP’s substance abuse 

policy. 

 

Candidates should strive to complete a scheduled 

recertification examination no later than six (6) months 

prior to their certification expiration date. This will reduce 

the risk of last-minute delays which could prevent the 

completion of the examination process prior to the 

expiration of any current certifications. Recertification 

applications can be obtained from the OECP website at 

www.oecp.org. 

 

Certificants may recertify any time within twelve 

(12) months of the expiration date without affecting 

the current expiration date. 

 

For example: If the current expiration date on the card is 

November 15, 2029, and the operator completes the 

required recertification examinations on December 10, 

2028, a new certification card will be issued with an 

expiration date of November 15, 2034. 

 

RECERTIFICATION EXAMINATIONS 

The topics covered in the examinations are the same as 

those assessed in the original certifying examinations.   

 

There is one (1) category of recertification written 

examinations: 

• Signal Person Rigger 

Each of the written examinations will consist of 110 

questions. The time limit for each of these recertification 

written examinations is two (2) hours. 

 

 

Recertification candidates are only allowed two (2) 

consecutive failures of any recertification written 

examination, Signal Person Rigger, before their 

certification expires. Candidates who are unsuccessful 

after two (2) failures must then meet all requirements, 

written and practical, currently in use for initial 

certification. 

 

Candidates for recertification must successfully 

complete the written examination prior to their 

certification expiration date to obtain recertification. 

Failure to do so will result in the loss of that 

certification. There is no grace period. 

 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY 

To review the Substance Abuse Policy, please visit 

oecp.org and navigate to the Resources section under 

OECP Policies.  

 

DISCIPLINARY POLICY 

To review the Disciplinary Policy, please visit 

oecp.org and navigate to the Resources section under 

OECP Policies. 

 

RETENTION OF INFORMATION 

To review the Retention of Information Policy, 

please visit oecp.org and navigate to the Resources 

section under OECP Policies. 

 

RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

To review the Release of Information Policy, please 

visit oecp.org and navigate to the Resources section 

under OECP Policies. 

 

 



             Certification Policies 

 

 

                                                                          

OECPINST2025.4-2A 

5        

  

QUESTIONS 

Any questions concerning the program including 

eligibility determination, the application process, 

assessment instrument results, and/or certification 

status should be directed to the OECP Certification 

Director. (See contact information below) Requests 

for rescoring of written examinations must follow the 

procedures described on page 7. 

Operating Engineers Certification Program 

19001 Golf Club Dr., Crosby Texas 77532 

Attn: OECP Certification Director 

Phone: (951) 351-4001 

E-mail: oecp@oecp.org 

Web: www.oecp.org 
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APPLICATION PROCESS FOR  

WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 

Candidates wishing to apply for the OECP Signal 

Person Rigger certification written examinations can 

apply at www.oecp.org. 

 

APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

To prevent delays, ensure all required information           

and documentation are included when submitting 

applications to the OECP. Applications that are 

incomplete will be rejected entirely. Applicants will 

receive detailed instructions specifying the reasons for 

rejection and recommended corrective actions for 

resubmission. 
 

OECP Signal Person Rigger Recertification Only: 

Certificants requesting recertification must use the 

“Application for Recertification” form when applying. 

It is recommended that the recertification process 

commenced at least six (6) months prior to the 

expiration date on the certification card to ensure 

certifications do not expire due to unforeseen delays. 

Even though the actual process is relatively short, 

recertification candidates will still need to work around 

scheduled examination dates and availability. 

Recertification applications must be completed on 

the OECP website at www.oecp.org. 
 

Candidates for recertification must successfully 

complete all required testing criteria prior to their 

certification expiration date to obtain recertification. 

This includes successfully passing the required 

written examination. 
 

It is important that applicants pay particular care 

in ensuring all information is filled in correctly to 

prevent errors during processing. The application 

and copies of all required documents must be 

submitted on the OECP website.  The following 

documents must be received, reviewed, and 

accepted by the OECP Certification office no less 

than five (5) working days prior to a candidate 

attending an examination: 
 

• Completed Application. 

• A copy of a valid IUOE Registration Card  

or a current due’s receipt showing dues paid 

through the current month. 

• A copy of an official photo identification 

(Driver's License or other government 

issued photo identification). 

• Attest to compliance with the physical 

qualification standards for U.S. Department 

of Transportation Medical Card or 

Certificate, or a state issued Department of 

Motor Vehicles Medical Card or Certificate 

or ASME B.30-5-3.1.2.1 (2021). 

• Attest compliance with OECP’s substance 

abuse policy. 

 

Applicants who meet all eligibility requirements and 

submit a complete application will receive an email 

notification confirming their acceptance as 

certification candidates. Candidates must contact the 

OECP certification office to obtain scheduled written 

examination dates. It is the candidate's responsibility 

to reach out to the OECP certification office and 

receive formal verbal approval before attending any 

scheduled written examination. Walk-in 

examinations are not permitted. 
 

WRITTEN EXAMINATION FEES 

To review the Written Examination Fees, please visit 

oecp.org/ExamFeesCraneOp.pdf. 
 

REFUND POLICY 

To review the Refund Policy, please visit oecp.org 

and navigate to the Resources section under OECP 

Policies. 
 

EXAMINATION LOCATIONS 

The OECP administers written examinations across 

the geographical areas covered by the IUOE. 

Candidates may attend a scheduled examination in 

any location. 

 

All Computer-Based Testing (CBT) examinations are 

administered by a Qualified Proctor in a standardized 

format to maintain equivalent testing environments. 

CBT examinations are generally conducted at 

authorized IUOE local union training sites or 

contracted testing facilities. 
 

EXAMINATION SITE INFORMATION 

Candidates must arrive at the examination site before 

the scheduled start time. The dress code for written 

examinations is determined by the policies of the 

testing facility. 
 

Each candidate must present a government-issued 

photo identification and a valid IUOE Registration 

Card (or a current dues receipt) verifying dues are 

paid through the current month. 
 

Upon entering the testing area, candidates are 

required to sign the Written Examination Registration 

List. Pencils and scratch paper will be provided at the 

examination site. 
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EXAMINATION SITE SECURITY 

Candidates attending an OECP written examination 

acknowledge their understanding and agreement to 

comply with the following rules: 
 

• No cell phones, smart watches, smart 

glasses, tablets, pagers, packages, books, 

unauthorized scratch paper, personal 

calculators, personal digital assistant 

devices, recorders, cameras, and/or other 

material will be allowed in the 

examination area. 

 

• The examinations are secure documents and 

remain the exclusive property of the OECP. 

No portion of any examination may be 

photographed, copied, or reproduced—

either in whole or in part—by any method, 

including through memorization. 

 

• None of the examination booklets, scratch 

paper, or any other documents related to the 

examination may be removed from the 

examination area. 
 

• Candidates engaging in any form of misconduct 

during the examination, including giving or 

receiving unauthorized assistance or 

information, may be immediately dismissed 

from the examination area. Additionally, their 

examination(s) may be declared invalid. 

• Violations of any of the above policies may 

result in the candidate being barred from 

further participation in the certification 

process. 

• Candidates will confirm their understanding 

and acceptance of these policies by signing 

the Written Examination Registration List.  
 

COMPUTER BASED TESTING (CBT) 

All CBT written examinations are scored at the end 

of the examination. Results are available by the 

candidate contacting the OECP certification office. In 

addition, the OECP Certification Director will then 

notify each candidate by email of their complete 

results by domain and whether the examinee has 

passed or failed the entire examination. Complete 

results are typically sent within ten (10) working days 

of the examination date. All score results are 

confidential. No candidate's score for any 

examination will be given over the telephone. There 

will be no exceptions. 

SCORING PROCESS 

The examinations are “criterion referenced” which 

means that the passing (minimum) score is set 

beforehand. A candidate's performance is not 

compared to the score of other candidates taking the 

examination. The passing scores are absolute, 

minimum standards, and are determined using 

psychometrically accepted standards as set forth in 

the Standards for Educational and Psychological 

Testing of the American Psychological Association. 

 

Each candidate must achieve a score equal to, or 

higher than, the passing score to pass the 

examination. All examination results will have the 

form of a scaled score on a scale of 200 to 800, 

with 500 representing a passing score.  
 

The OECP Certification Director will notify each 

candidate by email of their results. Scores are typically 

sent within ten (10) working days of the examination 

date. 
 

RESCORING REQUESTS 

A candidate who did not pass the examinations may 

request a rescoring of the examination. This request 

must be made in writing to the OECP Certification 

Director (see contact information on page 5) and 

received within 30 days of the examination date.  All 

written requests must contain the candidate’s full 

name, mailing address, IUOE registration number, 

contact phone number, email and signature.   
 

Candidates will be notified immediately by email of 

the results of the re-scoring. If the re-scoring results 

in a passing score, the candidate will be promptly 

reinstated in the certification process. 
 

RETAKING A WRITTEN EXAMINATION 

Candidates who do not pass a written examination 

must wait for a period 24 hours after receiving their 

score report, before being allowed to retake the failed 

examination. A candidate that fails a written 

examination for a second, third or fourth time must 

wait at least thirty (30) days before being allowed to 

retake that examination again. This information will 

be included in the detailed post-examination report 

that will typically be sent to all unsuccessful 

candidates within ten (10) days following the 

examination.   
 

Candidates needing to re-take an examination must 

call the OECP certification office to schedule prior to 

the scheduled examination date.  
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Note: To maintain examination integrity, candidates 

are only allowed five (5) consecutive failures of any 

Signal Person Rigger written examination within a 

two (2) year period.  
 

FEEDBACK 

Feedback from the candidates is welcome. Feedback  

is a very important and critical process that helps the 

OECP to improve the examinations. Each candidate 

will be provided with the opportunity to complete a 

feedback form at the examination site. Identifying 

oneself on the form is optional. 
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SIGNAL PERSON RIGGER WRITTEN  

EXAMINATION 

 

The Signal Person Rigger written examination 

consists of 110 multiple-choice questions constructed 

and scored to assess knowledge in the domains listed 

below. 
 

DOMAIN A: RIGGING STANDARDS 

(20% of the written examination questions) 
 

1. Understand applicable standards and regulations 

regarding the following.  

 a. Crane rigging use in the vicinity of energized 

power lines.   

 b. Use of slings and rigging hardware (e.g., 

bridles, shackles, spreader bars, hooks, safety 

latches, chains, wedge sockets, softeners, 

thimbles, and swivels). 

 c. Personnel platform rigging. 

 d. Inspections (e.g., requirements for removing 

rigging from service). 

 e. Applicable use of rigging components.   
 

DOMAIN B: RIGGING OPERATIONS 

(30% of the written examination questions)      

1. Understand the proper use and assembly of rigging 

and components.  

 a. Component identification. 

 b. Common hoisting hardware.  

 c. Common sling hitches. 

 d. Blocking, matting, and cribbing. 

 e. Wire rope slings.  

 f. Synthetic slings (e.g., nylon, Kevlar). 

 g. Lifting chains.  

 h. Rolling blocks. 

 i. Tag lines and knots. 

 j. How to identify center of gravity. 

 k. Storage and care of rigging. 

 l. Connecting and disconnecting rigging. 

2. Understand the proper actions while working near 

rigging operations.  

 a. Nomenclature of basic crane components. 

 b. Pre-lift planning. 

 c. Response to emergencies. 

 d. Standard lockout/tag out. 

 e. Actions for overload conditions.  

 f. Effects of crane boom deflection. 

 g. The term "Fall Zone". 

 h. Ground stability.  

 i. Surrounding site preparation and safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

DOMAIN C: RIGGING CALCULATIONS 

(10% of the written examination questions) 
 

1. Understand basic rigging calculations.  

 a. How to determine load weights. 

 b. How to calculate sling tension. 
 

DOMAIN D: SIGNALING 

(40% of the written examination questions) 
 

1. Understand and perform the actions of signaling a 

crane.  

 a. Standards for Signal Persons. 

 b. Basic hand signals. 

 c. Basic voice commands. 

 d. Basic radio signals. 

 e. Basic crane components. 

 f. Basic crane configuration. 

 g. Basic crane dynamics and limitations 

 h. Specific job site safety. 

 i. Effects of crane boom deflection. 
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REFERENCES 

The following reference sources were used to verify the 

accuracy of the examination questions. These 

references can be purchased from the organizations 

listed below. Some may also be available through 

respective IUOE local and union training sites. 

Candidates should contact their IUOE local union’s 

training representative to determine availability. The 

OECP does not supply study or resource materials nor 

conduct training for the certification examinations, and 

is not responsible for revisions, changes, or deletions of 

the listed reference sources below. 

 

 

OSHA 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration  

U.S. Department of Labor  

29 CFR 1910.147; The Control of Hazardous Energy 

(lockout/tagout) 

29 CFR1910.179; Signal Person & Gantry Cranes 

29 CFR 1910.180; Crawler, Locomotive & Truck 

Crane 

29 CFR 1910.184-Slings 

29 CFR 1926.251; Rigging Equipment for Material 

Handling 

29 CFR 1926.1400-1442; Cranes & Derricks in 

Construction 

29 CFR 1926.1400-1442; Cranes & Derricks in 

Construction, App. A-Standard Hand Signals 

29 CFR 1926.753; Hoisting and Rigging (Steel 

Erection) 

Internet: https://www.osha.gov/laws-

regs/regulations/standardnumber/1926 

And 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-

regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910 

 

 

IPT's Crane and Rigging Training Manual 

IPT Publishing and Training, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 9590, Edmonton, Alberta 

Canada T6E 5X2  

Tel: (888) 808-6763 

Fax: (780) 962-4819 

https://www.iptbooks.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Craning Today 

Operating Engineers Training Institute of Ontario 

2245 Speers Road, Oakville, Ontario 

Canada  L6L 6X8 

Phone: (877) 793-4863 

https://www.oetio.com/mobile-craning-today 

 

 

 

ASME 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers  

ASME B30.9 — Slings 

ASME B30.10 — Hooks 

ASME B30.20 — Below-the-Hook Lifting Devices 

ASME B30.26 — Rigging Hardware 

ASME B30.30 — Ropes (Wire Rope, Fiber Rope, and 

Synthetic Rope) 

ASME B30.23 — Personnel Lifting Systems 

ASME B30.5 - Mobile and Locomotive Cranes 

22 Law Drive, Box 2900, Fairfield, NJ 07007 

Tel: (800) 843-2763 

https://www.asme.org/ 

 

 

NTF 

National Training Fund 

Rigging Safety 

M-50-2018 

Crane Operator Training Manual  

2016 

 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1926
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1926
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910
https://www.iptbooks.com/
https://www.oetio.com/mobile-craning-today
https://www.asme.org/
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EXAMINATION PROCESS FOR PRACTICAL 

EXAMINATIONS 

All candidates who have attempted the written 

examination may schedule to participate in the next 

available practical examination.  

The candidate must contact the OECP office and 

receive formal confirmation prior to attending any 

scheduled practical examination. Candidates must 

call and schedule a practical examination no less than 

five (5) working days prior to the scheduled 

examination date. Scheduling is based on test center 

availability.  

Candidates must first attempt the written examination 

before proceeding to the practical examination, which 

may be attempted regardless of whether the written 

examination is passed or failed. If a candidate passes 

the practical examination but has not yet passed the 

written examination, the written examination must 

still be passed to achieve certification. If a candidate 

fails the practical examination, the process resets and 

the candidate must begin again with the written 

examination. 

 Passing scores for both the written and practical 

examinations are valid for one (1) year from the test 

date, and both examinations must be successfully 

completed within the same one-year period. If results 

expire, the candidate must retake both examinations. 

Certification is awarded only upon successful 

completion of both the written and practical 

examinations. There is no grace period beyond the 

one-year validity limit. 

CANDIDATES REQUESTING SPECIAL 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Candidates requesting special accommodation should 

visit oecp.org and navigate to the Resources section 

under OECP Policies for detailed information and 

instructions. 

Candidates requesting such accommodation are 

required to submit professional documentation in 

support of their requests to the OECP Certification 

Director no later than four (4) weeks prior to the 

scheduled examination date. 

PRACTICAL EXAMINATION FEES 

To review the Practical Examination Fees, please 

visit oecp.org/ExamFeesCraneOp.pdf. 

 

 

REFUND POLICY 

For the Refund Policy, visit oecp.org under 

Resources, OECP Policies 

 

EXAMINATION LOCATIONS 

The OECP conducts practical examinations 

throughout the geographical areas covered by the 

IUOE. The location(s) of the examinations varies and 

is based on the number of applications received from 

any of the different areas. Eligible candidates may 

schedule an examination in any area of the IUOE. 

The examinations will be administered by a third 

party, independent, and impartial Practical Exam 

Coordinator (PEC) and/or Qualified Proctor in a 

standardized format to ensure all candidates are 

provided with equivalent testing environments, e.g., 

terrain, examination types, test layout, instructions, 

etc. 

EXAMINATION SITE INFORMATION 

Candidates must be present at the examination site 

prior to the scheduled time. 

Candidates must wear work clothing and appropriate 

personal protective equipment for a work 

environment. Each candidate must bring government 

issued photo identification to the test site along with a 

valid IUOE Registration Card or a current dues 

receipt showing dues paid through the current month. 

Candidates will be required to sign the Practical 

Examination Registration List upon entry to the 

testing area. 

PRACTICAL EXAMINATION TYPES 

Practical examinations are conducted on the 

following examination types: 

• Signal Person Rigger 

 

PRACTICAL EXAMINATION SCORING 

 

Procedures for the practical examinations have been 

designed to maximize standardization and reliability 

across tests. A candidate will start each examination 

with a total of 350 points per exam and may then lose 

points during the examination through errors, 

omission and/or by exceeding established time limits. 

A minimum of 261 points is required to pass the 

examination.  

 

All scoring will be directly supervised by an OECP 

PEC. Qualified Proctors will assist in administering the 
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practical examinations. The OECP PEC will monitor 

the practical examinations, ensuring all scoring is in 

accordance with established procedures. The PEC will 

review and sign all practical examination final score 

sheets and will be the sole and final judge for any 

decisions involving test site accommodations, 

administration, operations, scoring, and qualification of 

candidate performance. When electronic scoring 

systems are used, the PEC must verify all electronic 

entries for accuracy prior to final submission, and their 

electronic acknowledgment shall serve as the official 

certification of the results. 

 

SCORE REPORTING 

Upon completion of a practical examination, 

immediate notification of the obtained score will 

be made privately to the candidate by the OECP 

PEC or a designated Qualified Proctor. Any 

appeals by the candidate on the results of the 

scoring should be immediately addressed to the 

PEC who will conduct an on-the-spot review of 

the situation and make a final determination at 

that time. 

 

Candidates who successfully pass the practical 

and written examination will typically be mailed 

their certification card within ten (10) working 

days. 

 

RETAKING PRACTICAL EXAMINATION 

Unsuccessful candidates may schedule and retake an 

examination twenty-four (24) hours after receiving 

the score report, depending on test center availability.  

Unsuccessful candidates after a second, third and 

fourth examination must wait thirty (30) days to 

retake the examination. This is to encourage the 

unsuccessful candidate to seek training and/or to get 

more experience before attempting the examination 

again.  

 

Examination information will be included in the 

detailed post-examination report that will typically be 

emailed to all unsuccessful candidates typically 

within ten (10) working days following the 

examination. 
 
Candidates needing to re-take an examination must 

call the OECP certification office to schedule an 

examination no less than five (5) working days prior 

to the examination date or based on test center 

availability.  

 
 

 

Note: To maintain examination integrity, candidates 

are only allowed five (5) consecutive failures of any 

Signal Person Rigger practical examination within a 

two (2) year period.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Feedback from the candidates is welcome. Feedback 

is a very important and critical process that helps the 

OECP to improve the examinations. Each candidate 

will be provided with the opportunity to complete a 

feedback form at the examination site. Identifying 

oneself on the form is optional 
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The following is an outline of the Signal Person 

Rigger practical examination, as provided to 

candidates at the time of testing (pages 13 to 16). 

 

CANDIDATE PRACTICAL EXAMINATION 

INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS 

The following describes the specific performance 

tasks for the practical examination.   

 

There will be a meeting prior to the beginning of the 

day’s examinations. The OECP PEC and/or a 

Qualified Proctor, will describe the day’s activities 

and answer any questions about the process. Please 

utilize this opportunity to ensure you fully understand 

the examination.  

 

You will be required to stay in a designated area 

during the examinations as directed by the OECP 

PEC or Proctor. 

 

No cell phones, smart watches, smart glasses, tablets, 

pagers, packages, books, unauthorized scratch paper, 

personal calculators, personal digital assistant 

devices, recorders, cameras, and/or other material 

will be allowed in the practical examination area. 

 

This document describes the four (4) tests that will be 

evaluated by the examination. This document also 

contains a statement for you to sign (at the time of the 

examination, see page 16) indicating you fully 

understand the examination procedures, rules, tasks, 

and processes. Except when scored electronically, 

you must sign and return this statement to the OECP 

PEC prior to starting your first examination. 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

As with any activity, the examinations are subject to 

being suspended or cancelled due to inclement 

weather. The OECP PEC will be the sole judge of 

any decision on whether the examinations are 

suspended or cancelled. The PEC’s decision is final. 

If an examination is cancelled, affected examinees 

must contact the OECP certification office to 

reschedule for a future test date.  There is NO 

automatic rescheduling of examinations. 

 

EXAMINATION TESTS 

NOTE: The practical examination begins once the 

candidate verbally acknowledges they are ready to 

begin the examination. 

 

The following is a detailed description of each of the 

four (4) tests in the order that they will be performed: 

 

Test #1: Hand Signals 

Time: 5 seconds per signal 

When directed by the proctor, the hand signal test 

will begin. The test consists of two sections: 

 

Signal Identification: 

You will be shown images that depict various 

Appendix A Subpart CC of Part 1926—Standard 

Hand Signals. For each image, you must verbally 

identify the correct signal. 

 

Signal Demonstration: 

You will be shown the written description of a crane 

signal. You must then demonstrate the correct 

Appendix A, Subpart CC of Part 1926—Standard 

Hand Signals that corresponds to the signal 

described. 

 

This test is administered within a set time frame; 

the candidate is expected to respond promptly and 

clearly during all communication exchanges. 

 

Points will be deducted for the following: 

• Responding with the wrong action for STOP 

and EMERGENCY STOP. 

Deducts five (5) points 

• Responding with the wrong action for all 

signals.  

Deducts one (1) point 

 

 

Test #2: Radio Signals 

Time: This Test Is Not Timed 

 

When directed by the proctor, the candidate will 

begin the radio signaling test using two-way 

handheld radios. The candidate will be given a 

scenario and will use radio commands to successfully 

complete the tasks. 

 

Although this test is administered without a set 

time frame, the candidate is expected to respond 

promptly and clearly during all communication 

exchanges. 

 

The following will result in a deduction of five (5) 

points each: 

• Failure to switch power ON/OFF for both 

radios 

• Failure to confirm that transmission is 

effective, clear, and reliable 

• Failure to state the function and direction 

(e.g., "Boom Up," "Swing Left") 

• Failure to state the distance and/or speed of 

the movement. 

• Failure to state the function and STOP 

when the movement is complete 
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Test #3: Rigging Inspection 

Time: This Test Is Not Timed 

 

At the beginning of the exam, the candidate will be 

shown undamaged rigging components. You will 

have 5 minutes to familiarize yourself with all the 

items prior to the start of the exam. 

When directed by the proctor, the inspection portion 

of the exam will begin. The first piece of rigging will 

be named by the proctor for the candidate to identify 

and inspect. 

For each rigging item: 

• You must select and identify the correct 

piece of rigging  

• You will clearly and verbally state all 

applicable points of inspection based on the 

relevant ASME standard. 

• If all required inspection points are 

accurately listed the proctor will confirm 

completion of task. 

• Once the inspection of an item is complete, 

the next rigging component will be 

indicated, and the process will repeat. 

Points will be deducted for the following: 

• Incorrect identification 

Deduct five (5) points  

• Not providing all removal 

criteria/inspection points. 

Deduct indicted points per criteria/ 

inspection point not given. 

• Not identifying more than half of the 

inspection points. 

Deduct five (5) points 

 

 

Test #4: Rigging Practical 

Time: This Test Is Not Timed 

 

The rigging practical consists of 3 sections: 

 

 

Choke Hitch: 

On the proctors signal the candidate will select the 

required rigging to place a choke hitch on the rigging 

demonstration apparatus. 

 

Points will be deducted for the following: 

 

• Improper rigging selection. 

Deduct ten (10) points 

• Hitch is not applied properly 

Deduct ten (10) points 

• Rigging tag is not in the correct location 

Deduct three (3) points 

• Twist in the rigging around body of 

apparatus 

Deduct two (2) points 

 

 

Double Wrap Basket Hitch: 

On the proctors signal the candidate will select the 

required rigging to place a double wrapped basket 

hitch on the rigging demonstration apparatus. 

 

Points will be deducted for the following: 

• Improper rigging selection. 

Deduct ten (10) points 

• Hitch is not applied properly 

Deduct ten (10) points 

• Twist in the rigging around body of 

apparatus 

Deduct two (2) points 

• Overlap/crossover of the rigging around 

body of apparatus 

Deduct two (2) points 

• More than ½ twist in the vertical portion 

of the rigging 

Deduct two (2) points 

 

Vertical hitch with Shackle: 

On the proctors signal the candidate will select the 

required rigging to place a vertical hitch with shackle 

on the rigging demonstration apparatus. 

 

Points will be deducted for the following: 

• Improper rigging selection. 

Deduct ten (10) points 

• Hitch is not applied properly 

Deduct ten (10) points 

• Rigging tag is not in the correct location 

Deduct three (3) points 

• Shackle used incorrectly 

Deduct five (5) points 
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REASONS FOR IMMEDIATE  

FAILURE 

• Any action considered unsafe or that 

endangers any personnel in the test area. 

• Any refusal to follow instructions from the 

PEC or Proctor. 

• Giving test-based aid to another examinee. 

• Discussion of test items with other 

examinees. 

• Possession of any non-medical electronic 

device. (i.e. earbuds, smart watches, smart 

glasses, button cameras, pen cameras, items 

with recording capabilities.) 

 

 

POST EXAMINATION PROCEDURE 

1. The OECP PEC or Proctor(s) will review and 

sign your score sheets. The OECP PEC or 

Proctor will privately notify you whether you 

passed or failed. You must complete all four (4) 

tests and have a total score of 75% or above to 

pass the practical examination. If you are 

successful, the certification card will be mailed 

to you typically within ten (10) working days. 

 

2. Candidates who do not pass the practical 

examination must wait for a period of 24 hours, 

before being allowed to schedule a retake of 

failed examination. A candidate that fails a 

practical examination for a second, third or 

fourth time must wait at least thirty (30) days 

before being allowed to retake that examination 

again.  

 

3. The OECP PEC’s decisions on all practical 

examination related matters are final. 
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SIGNAL PERSON RIGGER - EXAMINATION PROCEDURE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

 

I have read and fully understand Signal Person Rigger practical examination instructions                                                

as described on pages 13 to 16 of the Signal Person Rigger Candidate Manual                              

(OECPINST2025.4-2). 

 

 My signature also acknowledges that I am currently ready to begin my exam.  

 

 

Name (Print): _____________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  _____________________________________________  

 

 

Date:     ____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


